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Queridos hermanos y hermanas, 

Con todo el mundo cristiano proclamamos con alegria el mensaje de Navidad: "Porque una criatura nos
ha nacido, un hijo se nos ha dado. Estara el sefzorio sabre su hombro, y se llamara su nombre Maravilla 
de Consejero, Dias Fuerte, Siempre Padre, Principe de Paz. (Isaias 9:5)". Tanto en casa como en nuestras
parroquias, nuestras celebraciones navidefias reconocen que la profecia de Isaias se cumple en Jesucristo, 
nacido en nuestra situaci6n humana en Belen hace casi dos mil afios. 

Durante estos dias santos, dirigimos nuestros corazones y mentes a ese evento en esa solitaria ciudad en lo 
que ahora llamamos Tierra Santa. Sin embargo, particularmente este afio, nuestros pensamientos se 
mezclan con la triste realidad de la violencia y el conflicto que estropean lo que deberia ser la alegria y la 
paz puras de este tiempo. Les pido que se unan a mi en oraci6n de todo coraz6n por la paz en Tierra Santa, 

la paz en Ucrania, la paz en todo el mundo, para cada naci6n, entre cada pueblo y en cada hogar. Unidos 
en mente y coraz6n, pidamos al Principe de Paz, que esta tan cerca de nosotros, que sofoque la violencia 
de la guerra y sane los corazones de todos los que sufren las indignidades de la guerra. 

Una de mis oraciones favoritas para este tiempo proviene de una traducci6n mas antigua de la Santa Misa. 
Recuerda que el regalo del Nifio Jesus que se nos ha concedido se convierte en el mismo regalo que 
hemos recibido y que debemos dar como regalo ( cf. Mateo 10:8). Hagamos juntos esta oraci6n durante 
estos dias para que el don de la paz descienda sobre nosotros y, a traves de nosotros, al mundo entero. 

Dios todopoderoso y Padre de luz, un nifzo nos ha nacido y un hijo nos es dado.
Tu Palabra eterna salt6 de! cielo en las silenciosas vigilias de la noche. 
y ahora vuestra Iglesia se llena de maravilla ante la cercania de Dios. 
Abre nuestros corazones para recibir su vida y aumenta nuestra vision con la salida de! amanecer, para
que nuestras vidas se llenen de su gloria y de su paz,
que vive y reina por las siglos de los siglos. Amen. 

Que utilicemos estos pr6ximos catorce dias de la temporada navidefia para renovar nuestro compromiso 
de permanecer cerca de! Verbo Encamado adorando con nuestras familias parroquiales, orando en 
nuestros hogares e imitando a nuestro Senor a traves de humildes actos de misericordia y servicio, 
especialmente a aquellos mas necesitados. Al compartir nuestros dones, compartimos el amor del Padre 
que hemos recibido en Cristo y, a cambio, conoceremos el gozo genuino. 

Finalmente, es una gran bendici6n para mi celebrar mi primera Navidad como obispo suyo. Me siento 
agradecido y honrado por su amable bienvenida, su fe firme y sus continuas oraciones. Oro para que, a 
traves de la intercesi6n de la Sagrada Familia, ustedes y sus familias sean bendecidos durante la 
temporada navidefia y el afio entrante. 

Sinceramente en Cristo, 

-,-},�{!-�
Mas Reverendo Timothy C. Senior 
Obispo de Harrisburg 
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Anh chi em than mSn, 

Cung v6i toan thS anh chi em Kito Hfru, chung ta han hoan loan baa su di�p Giang sinh: "Vl mc;,t tre tha da sinh ra cha chung 
ta, mc;,t nguai con da duqc ban cha chung ta .... HQ g9i Ngai la C6 Vfrn Ky Di�u, Th.in Linh dung m;;mh, Nguai Cha muon 
thU<\ Thu lanh hoa blnh (lsaia 9:5)." Ca 6 nha lftn trong cac giao xu, vi�c mirng LS Giang Sinh cua chung ta thira nh�n ring 
lo·i tien tri lsaia da duqc frng nghi�m nai Chua Giesu Kito, Nguai duqc sinh ra trong than ph�n con nguai cua chung ta t�i 
Belem g.ln hai ngan nam tm6c. 

Trang nhfrng ngay thanh nay, chung ta hu6ng long va tam trf cua minh dSn SIJ ki�n d6 6 thi tnin ft nguai biSt dSn ma ngay 
nay chung ta gQi la Thanh dia. Tuy nhien, d�c bi�t la trong nam nay, suy nghT cua chung ta bi trc;,n lftn v&i th1,rc tS dang bu6n 
vS b�o ltJc va xung dc;,t da lam mfrt di nhfrng gi le ra la niSm vui va hoa binh tr9n v�n cua thai khAc nay. Toi xin anh chi em 
hay hSt long cung toi du nguy�n cha hoa blnh 6 Thanh Dia, hoa binh a Ukraine, hoa binh tren toan thS gi&i cha m9i qu6c 
gia, giu'a m9i nguai va m9i nha. Hqp nhfrt cung mc;,t long mc;,t y, chung ta hay c.lu xin Hoang tfr Hoa binh, Dfrng rfrt g.ln gui 
v6i chung ta, d�p tit b�o ltJc chiSn tranh va chfra lanh tam h6n cua tfrt ca nhfrng nguai phai chiu dtJng nhu·ng sT nhvc cua 
chiSn tranh. 

Mc;,t trong nhfrng lai du nguy�n yeu thfch cua toi trong mua nay dSn tu· mc;,t ban djch cu cua Thanh LS. N6 nhiic nho ring 
m6n qua ma Chua Hai D6ng da ban cha chung ta, 116 la m6n qua ma chung ta khi da nh�n du9c, chung ta cung phai trao di 
nlm mc;,t m6n qua (x. Mt I 0:8). Chung ta hay cung nhau du xin v&i lai du nay, trong nhi:i'ng ngay nay, dS an hoa binh mua 
xu6ng tren chung ta va qua chung ta, dSn toan thS gi6i. 

Lqy Thien Chua loan ming va la Cha cua anh sang, m9t hai nhi tlii sinh ra cho chung ta, m9t ngu&i con au(lc ban 
cho chung ta. 

L&i htmg s6ng cua Chua tir tr&i mua xu6ng trong gi& khiic tinh !(mg cua ilem viing 

va gi& day Giao H9i Chua tran ady kinh nggc tru& s1,1,· gdn giii cua Thien Chua. 

Hay ma r9ng tam h6n chung con ad tl6n nh<J,n s1,1,· s6ng cua Ngai va tang sue cho nhgn bidt cua chung con khi ngay 
m&i khiri adu, 

ad CUQC tl&i chung con Iran ng(tp vinh quang va binh an cua Ngu(J'i, 

Ddng hang s6ng va hidn trf adn muon il&i. Amen. 

Xin cha chung ta biSt dung muo·i b6n ngay tiSp theo cua mua Giang Sinh dS d6i m&i lo·i doan hu·a, luon g.ln gui v&i Ngoi Lai 
Nh�p ThS bing nhfrng phu'O'ng thfrc phvng vv chung v6i giao xfr, du nguy�n rieng tu t�i gia dinh, va noi guo·ng Chua qua 
nhfrng hanh dc;,ng khiem nhuang thuang x6t va plwc vv, d�c bi?t d6i v&i nhfrng anh chi em dang g�p kh6 khan. Bing each 
chia se nhfrng m6n qua cua mlnh, chung ta chia se tinh yeu cua Chua Cha ma chung ta da nh�n duqc trong Chua Kito va tir
d6 chung ta se c6 duqc niSm vui dich thtJc. 

Cu6i cung, th�t la mc;,t phuc lanh 16·n tao cha toi duqc cfr hanh IS Giang sinh d.lu tien v6i tu each la giam mvc cua anh chi em. 
Toi biSt an va khiem t6n tm&c sv· chao don n6ng nhi?t, dfrc tin kien dinh va nhfrng lo·i du nguy�n lien tvc cua anh chi em. 
Toi du nguy?n ring nha sv· chuySn du cua Thanh Gia Th�t, anh chi em va gia dinh anh chi em se duqc phuc lanh trong su6t 
mua Giang Sinh va nam slip t&i. 

Tran tr9ng tro!!_g Chua Kito, 

7Fi,�C-� 
Dfrc Ch�thy C. Senior 



DIOCESE OF HARRISBURG OFFICE OF THE BISHOP 

4800 Union Deposit Road I Harrisburg, PA 17111-3710 

bishopsoffice@hbgdiocese.org I (717) 657-4804 ext. 354 I www.hbgdiocese.org 

Dear Brothers and Sisters, 

With the entire Christian world, we proclaim joyfully the Christmas message, "For a child is born to us, a 

son is given us . ... They name him Wonder-Counselor, God-Hero, Father-Forever, Prince of Peace (Isaiah 

9:5)." Both at home and in our parishes, our Christmas celebrations acknowledge that Isaiah's prophecy is 

fulfilled in Jesus Christ, born into our human situation at Bethlehem almost two-thousand years ago. 

During these holy days, we turn our hearts and minds to that event in that obscure town in what we now 

call the Holy Land. Yet, particularly this year, our thoughts are mingled with the sad reality of violence and 

conflict that mars what should be the unalloyed joy and peace of this time. I ask you to join me whole

heartedly in praying for peace in the Holy Land, peace in Ukraine, peace throughout the world for every 

nation, among every people, and in every home. United in mind and heart, let us ask the Prince of Peace, 

who draws so close to us, to quell the violence of war and heal the hearts of all who suffer the indignities of 

wartime. 

One of my favorite prayers for this season comes from an older translation of Holy Mass. It recalls that the 

gift of the Christ Child bestowed upon us becomes the very gift we have received that we must give as a 

gift ( cf. Matthew 10:8). Let us pray this prayer together during these days for the gift of peace to descend 

upon us, and through us, to the whole world. 

Almighty God and Father of light, a child is born for us and a son is given to us. 
Your eternal Word leaped down from heaven in the silent watches of the night 
and now your Church is filled with wonder at the nearness of God. 
Open our hearts to receive his life and increase our vision with the rising of dawn, 

that our lives may be filled with his glory and his peace, 

who lives and reigns for ever and ever. Amen. 

May we use these next fourteen days of the Christmas season to renew our commitment to remain close to 

the Incarnate Word by worshipping with our parish families, praying in our homes, and by imitating our 

Lord through humble acts of mercy and service, especially to those most in need. By sharing our gifts, we 

share the Father's love we have received in Christ and, in turn, will know genuine joy. 

Finally, it is a great blessing for me to celebrate my first Christmas as your bishop. I am grateful and 

humbled by your warm welcome, steadfast faith, and continued prayers. I pray that through the intercession 

of the Holy Family, you and your families will be blessed throughout the Christmas season and coming 

year. 

Sincerely in Christ, 

��C-�
 

 
Most everen Timothy C. Senior

Bishop of Harrisburg 


